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Tuesday, June 20, 1950
Betheada

Dear Abuelito and Putty,

Before I can get your letters in this envelope I
snall probebly have to remove them from thelr own envelopes.
I trust you will excuse this liberty., I hope I shall recelve
your new address soon, also,

Je have been busy as a whole hive of bees In the
weeks since you went away, william finally declided he would
have to take the whole week off before the party, and as it
turned out he waa quite correct., We both worked on the bank,

I pitching in as soon as I thought 1 had my own work under
control, and he from the beginnlig, I found to amy horror that

I can work faster on that bank than he can, whicn should mean
in 211 logic that he should mow the lawn and I should do the
bank. Oh 1ll-starred day! Although we had taken Laurence up

to Flemington the weskend before, we sti1ll found no spare tinme
wnat with all the projecis we had in :ind, The rermanent accomp=
lishment of the week was the removal of that dreadful length of
gonduit which Mr, Mucha had set up a3 a bird«bath am general
mosquito Lyling-in Hospltal, It is gone for good. Also, 4 setl

out forty two ivy plants witn threir roots fully developed, in
what remained of the bare spots around the terrace in back. In
anort oreder we snould dook very nice indeed there in back.

The party was a success, I bellieve, and althouzh 1t rained in
the afterncon, by party time it had cleared and we were able to
have it on the terrace, with the result that our furniture re-
Aained apotless. It was smallierld than we had anticipated, duo

to the fact that many geeple had planned to week~end at beaches,
and the additional fact that the Colombian Foreign Minister was
in tcwn, However, as William always says, if they doa't coame
we've still got the credit for asking them without the price

of the whiskey., We went up to Flemingion again the Saturday
after the mriy, having taken advantage of our freedon to 30
to_see the Britisn fillm "Tight Little Island", which was deligght=
ful indeed. VWe also went out to dinner, sitterless, whiach was
such a wonderfully cheap senaation,

We brought Leslyn back with us on Sundéy, John having
delivered her on schedule at Flemington, and she 1a currently
with us until Saturday, when Jom will come down thkere to ¢ollect
her, She 1s certainly a darling, and has been relatively no
trouble .at all. Laurence and she play remarkably well together,
and he 1s 3o happy to have her here that he won't let me talk
abhout her daddy's being aboul to ¢ one and take her home, Of
gourse they fight too, now and then, in which cases I'm soxxy
to have tc admit that lLaurenced delicate egzge is usually to blame.
I think Leslyn W 11 do him some good, though, ln making him
realize c¢cnstantly that he can't always be first, nor get his
way at all timea, And as I sald, he reallﬁaés happler than ever
befors to have a nice little playmate on d from early morning
to late at night, You would be delighted to see what marvelous
fun they mve in their joint bath. I plunk them in dirty, wriggling
and gcreaminz with delight, and the only =truzgle 1s to get them
out half an hour later. I make it a bubble bath, with lots of
detergent, anil you would hardly recognize thew for the same
c¢hildren whén they come out. The tub is filled with trucks, baais,
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arms, legs, bubbles, old mops, old plastic bottles, and muche
neglected wash cloths., The entire bathroom 1a soon wet through,
in spite of constant admonitions (or is it because of them?%).
Leslyn is a welleadjusted child, on the order of RBetsy, and
the two glrls limmedlatd y started 1n belng friends. I am sorry
to have to report that Leslyn almost ,lweys says "them things
and "me and Laurence’~ much to my unréasoning terror. She wiil
profit by a month with Abuelito in that respect.

This letter ian't getting written fast, because of short
perlodie Interuppions by small fry of all sizes and de3cripiions.

One other thi upon which I work:d during the week of
Williams "vacation" (he was delishted to be back to the nice.
quibs clean office) was my sd olarship applicationse- a hearte
breaking task. Each youngater seemed to deserve the money as
mugh aa the last one did, t1ll I felt like saying what the
banker in the story did~ "Take this man away, he's breakmf
my heart!™ I was to have attended the final meeting last night,
on which accasion we were going to choose the successful applle
cants from among the lists we had each made. It turned out that
I couldn't be present, although 1 neturally sent in my list
with a few comments. Before the perty~ it was Thursday, I. think,
Mr, Miller invited us to dinner at his house for iviondag evenling,
80 I hgd to call up the head of the scholarshi; connittee and
tell him oy predicament., He sald he realized that 1t was quite
lmpossible far us to decline the kind invitatlon of Asslstant
Secretary cf 3tate and iMrs., Edward Miller, Jr., so we didn't.

The next blow was that it was a black tle affalr, and I had to
think of some way to gel myself an evening dress quick, when we
had already had our time budgeted down to the last minute. ot
to xentlon the money angle, whith is too ghastly delicaie to
touch with a feather now, 4s 1t turned out we were able to flsish
the bank Thursday evening by working like fiends, and on Frlday
morning we gobt up very early and went downtown, to Mr. Carfinckel's.
I bought a long black skirt end a lame blouse, with the thought
the the skirt will go with other blouses b maite a change now and
then. I should have bought an evening dress long ago, tut the
occaslons are relatively few, and other t{pes of dresses are
much more useful. Well, we enjoyed the Miller's party very muda
{hey live way back in the woods in a lovely rambling home belongw
ing to Norman Rockefeller, As cool snd woodsy as 1f you were 20
wlleg from the chtpt A terrace overlooks & steep 139.11}:, which evens
down to & prospect of woods after the lawn ends, “here is nothing
more delightful to z hesdworkinz American house¥ife than having
8 beautifully served dinner in an exqulsitely appolnted dining
room lit by candlelight and rendered glamorocus wilth the decolletage
of ladies end the gleaming black and whitem of gentlemanla eve&inoé
¢lothes, “h, enchanting decadencel! I sat next to Yongressman Flo
{Ds, Penna.s who delighted me by rambling on about the sad plight
of the over-worked and underpald Forelgn Service, and on left
wWwas a Baron de Something or other of the International Bank who
wag worried about Belivian labore but 1t didn't weorry me. After
dinner I head an interesting liight eonversation with The “mbassador
of “omombia and Sencora de 2_’ leta 4Angel, who speak very little
English and allow me to0 practice Bpanish on them. #l1 very nice,
and Mr. Miller as kind ad ever to me. Ah, it was all delightflf
Oops, reality! “nd no more paper. Love to both. o
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